
Instruction to the Family
Colossians 4:15-18
Introduction:

I. There May Be Deficiency – 4:15-16
A. The Church in Laodicea – 4:15a 
1. He Calls them by a Special Name – “brothers”
“Greet the brothers, who are in Laodicea,”
“Brother,” ἀδελφοὺς, lit. from the same womb. Like your physical brothers or sisters or, “born from the same parent.” (Not adopted)
We are born by God through the death of His Son on the cross; by grace through faith alone in Christ alone.
Today, we use the word, brother in the church, but, if we aren’t careful, it can be just formality. With the early church it was real! It was a great experience to meet a real brother. You had to be careful to make sure that he was indeed a brother. They had secret codes.
2. He had already Given Instruction on its Nature - Galatians 6:10
“As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith".
We see how, in fact, deficiency is possible within a church, a body of CHRIST, where "the members should have the same care one for another," (I Cor.12:25)
This should be the case no matter how different:
· Their characters, 
· Their gifts, 
· Their functions,
The harmony of the whole is not to be disturbed by the wrongful attitude of any one member toward another.

Paul likens the church-body to the human-body. He uses the “eye” and the “hand” as illustration: Probably because the eye is the most delicate organ and the hand is the most homely. Yet if something gets into the eye, what happens? The hand comes to the rescue. Paul says, “And the eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you” (I Corinthians 12:21)
Neither should there be any envy or self-pity.
"If the ear shall say, because I am not the eye I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body?" verse 16.
3. The People around the Church took Notice

"See how these Christians love one another"
B. The Church in their Lodgings – 4:15b
“the church that is in ﻿﻿his house.”
The early church did not meet in a special building. They met in homes. (Rom. 16.5; I Cor. 16:19; Phile. 2; Phil. 4:2)
The word church has several meanings:
· The church in a certain locality - the local church.
· The world-wide body of Christ -- Composed of all the believers from Pentecost to the Rapture.
· Today – we add the building where the church meets.
The sign in front of a Church of Christ building will read: “The Church of Christ meets here”

Peter puts it best in I Peter 2:5 
"Ye . . . are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices,"

C. The Church that is Languishing – Revelation 3:14-22 
This same church (Laodocia), a few years later, receives a scathing rebuke from the head of the church, Jesus Himself,
· There was no spirit of enthusiasm - "neither cold, nor hot": 

· There was no sense of need - "I have need of nothing"; self-sufficiency.

· There were many who had no spiritual fellowship with CHRIST - "if any man… open the door, I will come in" -- This plea is given to believers, not unbelievers; it is not a evangelistic appeal.
II. There Must be Efficiency – 4:17 ﻿ 

“And say to ﻿﻿Archippus, ‘Take heed to ﻿﻿the ministry which you have received in the Lord, that you may fulfill it.”
A. Its Significance –
“Take heed to ﻿﻿the ministry” - This is a special, personal message to Archippus. Who was he? 
Perhaps he was taking the place of Epaphras – interim Pastor, as we should say - while Epaphras was away in Rome, consulting with Paul. Paul would have him be careful to fulfill the obligation, and the responsibilities, which would now, in the absence of his leader, fall upon him.
B. Its Source 
“which you have received in the Lord,”
Paul reminds him that his responsibility is to the Lord. One day he will answer to Him and Him alone.
C. Its Success 

“that you may fulfill it.”
Therefore he needs to fulfill it not half-heartedly, but to the full. As Paul reminds us in 2 Corinthians 5:20,
"Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God".

What is your calling from God? If we are called to a job, we are also equipped for the job. When God called Moses, Moses was hesitant because he had a speech impediment. God knew that before He called him. So God said,
"Come now, therefore, and I will send thee" (Ex. 3:10) - Then He gives the twofold assurance, "I will be with you," (Ex. 3:12); "I will be with your mouth," (4:12). 
Again, to Gideon He says, "Go in this your might . . . have not I sent you?" (Judges 6:14)
“He Who bids you onward go, will not fail, the way to show."

III. There Will Be Sufficiency – 4:18
A. The Epistle is Authentic - 

﻿“This salutation by my own hand -- Paul.”
In at least some of his letters Paul had an amanuensis (secretary) to take down his dictation. Then he signed his name to prove that the letter was indeed from him,
﻿﻿
2 Thessalonians 3:17

“The salutation of Paul with my own hand, which is a sign in every ﻿﻿epistle; so I write. This epistle is genuine!

B. The Chains are Appalling

﻿﻿
“Remember my chains.”
Paul does not complain. He has many needs, but he emphasizes his imprisonment here. In Philippians, He says that his enemies try to add affliction to my chains. Their prayers will help in that area.

C. The Grace is Abounding
“Grace be with you.”
Paul is well acquainted with grace. He begins and/or ends his epistles with Grace. Concerning his own ministry, he writes:
“But ﻿﻿by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all, ﻿﻿yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.”
His past was simply a backdrop on which to display the grace of God. He had worked harder than any of the other apostles, as he traveled more, suffered more opposition, wrote more New Testament epistles, and founded more churches.  Yet Paul knew and ministered with the recognition that it was not his power but God’s (2:4-5) which produced results. “Where sin abounded, grace did super-abound.”
Conclusion:

It is just 4 verses, to which most commentaries give half a page or less. But it gives us so much valuable information. We are warned that we are not promised a rose garden. There may be deficiency. This world is not our home; we are just passing through.
While we are here we must accomplish our part of the Great Commission – Disciple all Nations. If our part is left undone, so many other parts will be lacking. 
There must be efficiency, but we are not left alone. God’s grace is showered on us every step of the way.

· We are not what we were,  

· We are what we are, 
· We shall be what we will be, all by the Super-abounding Grace of God. 
· We end the way some manuscripts end Colossians - AMEN
